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SECTION I OF 3 BUENOS AIRES 7200 

E.Q. 12065: 60S 8/29/85 (FRIEOHAH, TQWKSENO 8.1 OR-P 
TAGS: SHUN, AR 

SUBJECT: IU) HUNAN RIGHTS SUHNARY - AUGUST 23-23 


REF: BUENOS AIRES 6962 (NOTAl) 

1. qp SUHNARY: .THE OAS VISIT REMAINED THE FOUCES OF 
MUCH ACTIVITY AND INTEREST CURING THE PERIOD UNDER RE- 
VIEW. DESPITE THE REPORTED STATEMENT 8Y AN ARGENTINE 
AMBASSADOR TO A UN BODY THAT DISAPPEARANCES NAVE 
-VIRTUALLY CEASED* WE BECAME AWARE OF SEVERAL MORE 
DURING THE PAST WEEK, BRINGING THE MONTHLY TOTAL WE 
KNEW ABOUT AS OT AUGUST 30 TO 10. MSS. JAR* DE CABE2AS, 

A PROMINENT DISAPPEARED MOTHER, WAS ONCE AGAIN PURPORTED 
TO HAVE MADE A STATEMENT SUPPORTING THE GOA AND DE- 
NOUNCING ITS CRITICS. HER -STATEMENT* WAS ALLEGEDEIY 
MADE IN URUGUAY AND FIRST APPEARED IN A SMALL CIRCULATION 
NEW YORK DAILY 8EDDRE BE ING. REPLAYED HERE. THE CONTENTS 
OF THE INTERVIRE AND THE CIRCUITOUS ROUTE BY WHICH IT 
APPEAREO HAVE GENERATED MUCH, AND PROBABLY WELL FOUNDED 
SKEPTICISM, AMONG ARGENTINE HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS. THE 
DRAFT PRESUMPTIVE DEATH LEGISLATION INTRODUCED LAST WEEK 
HAS BEEN GIVEN A C03L RECETtON BY ARGENTINE HUMAN 
RIGHTS CROUPS. CUR IMPRESSION IS THAT FAMILY MEMBERS OF 
THE DISAPPEARED ARE INTERPRETING THE PROPOSED LAWS BOTH 
AS A. CLEAR SIGN THAT THE DISAPPEARED ARE OEAO AND AS 
AN ATTEMPT BY THE GOA TO CLOSE THE BOOKS ON THE DIS- 
APPEARED. A LEADING ARGENTINE HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST HAS 
TOLD US THAT HE FEELS THAT HUMAN RIGHTS CONDITIONS HAVE 
IMPROVED QUANT I TAT I VEL Y BUT — ANO THIS TO HIM WAS MORE 
IMPORTANT— NOT QUALITATIVELY. ENO SUMMARY. 

2. OAS 1AHRC VISIT — 

THE SEPTEMBER 5-20 VISIT OF THE IAHRC REMAINS A MAJOR 
FOCUS OF INTEREST AND ACTIVITIES. THE AOVANCEO IAHRC 
TEAM HAS ARRIVED ANO ARGENTINE PAPERS NAVE VOLUNTARILY 
PUBLISHED THE INVITATION TO ARGENTINES TO TESTIFY WITH 
THE PLACES ANO OATES COMMISSION MEMBERS WILL BE AVAIL- 
ABLE. THE ARGENTINE PRESS HAS ALSO PLAYED UP AMBASSADOR 
ORFfLA'S REMARKS IN AN INTERVIEW THAT 'IT WOULD 8E A 
GRAVE ERROR TO BELIEVE THAT THE IAHRC IS INFLUENCED BY 
THE UNITED STATES." MEANWHILE, THE LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 
AGAINST THE THREE HUMAH RIGHTS ORGAHI IAT IONS— WHICH 
ARE NOW OPERATING AGAIN-RAIDED EARLIER THIS MONTH 
COKTIUED TO GRIND SLOWLY FORWARD. THE ORGANIZATIONS 
ARE NOW REPORTEDLY BE I NG INVESTIGATED FOR ENCAGING IN 
-AN ORGANIZED PROCEDURAL FRAUD." THE CHARGE IS I 

APPARENTLY 8ASE0 ON THE FACT THAT THE ORGANIZATIONS USEC 1 
A PRINTED LEGAL FORM FOR MAKING OUT HABEAS CORPUS 
PETITIONS. FINALLY, THE ARGENTINE AMBASSADOR TO THE 


UN ORGANIZATIONS IN GENEVA IS REPORTED IN THE PRESS HERE 
TO HAVE TOLD THE UN SUBCOMMISSIDN ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
THAT DISAPPEARANCES HAVE 'VIRTUALLY CEASED* (SEE BELOW). 
AND TNAT THERE HAS BEEN A -QUALITATIVE IMPROVEMENT IN 
THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN ARGENTINE-. COMMENTING 
TO US ON THIS LATTER REMARK, JL BALANCED HUMAN RIGHTS 
ORGANIZATION LEADER STATED. TOE HAS BEEN AN IMPROVEMEN T 
JflJ fjGFMUm'S HUMAN _8J GUTS RECOfiD_OVER THE YEAR BUT 
.ASSERTED THAT THE IMPROVEMENT HAD BEEN -QUANTITATIVE ’ 
RATHER THAN QUALITATIVE.*' ' ' "" "* 


3. (p) DISAPPEARANCES 

DURING THE PERIOD OF THIS REVIEW THE EMBASSY BECAME 
AWARE OF FIVE MORE DISAPPEARANCES IN AUGUST BRINGING THE 
TOTAL THAT WE RWt'TBUG HW'dUfiU CF FOR THE MONTH 
TO TEN ffiUENOS AIRES 7185. BUENOS AIRES 7019. BUENOS 
AIRES 673E BIIFHPS Alim E67M F1CFPT FOR TWO REIAT I VESOF 
MRS. JARA OE CA8EZAS, OUR INFORMATION SUGGESTS TNAT THE OTHER 
VICTIMS OF THESE DISAPPEARANCES ARE DIVIDED 


ARGENTINA PROJECT (S200000044) 

US. DEPT. OF STATE. A/RPS/IPS 

Margaret P. Grafeld, Director 

(J£) Release ( ) Excise ( ) Deny 

Exemptions): — — — 

Declassify: ( ) In Part ) In Full 

( ) Classify as (. ) Extend as _ ( ) Downgrade to __ 

Date Declassify on Reason 




us '4 ■; 


s kM 


- 4?* -i ,*s sjr : ; 

■J i V ti U W ? # i L .s 


?a Dk? 

Box i / 4^4 


PAGE 01 BUENOS 0720B 

ACTION ARA-lS 


li?4Pj icc 

UillilHU 

02 OF 02 2119121 



tment or state 


14*0 


BUENOS 07 2 SB 02 OF 03 


INCOMING 

TELEGRAM 

3119132 


INFO OCT-01 10-14 ADS-00 HA-BS CtAE-00 DODE-0D NSAE-00 
NSCE-00 SSO-00 ICAE-00 INRE-00 Ptt-05 H-01 INR-10 
1-03 PA-01 INC-01 SP-02 SS-15 AID-05 /078 U 
- - 024633 3119392 /12 

0 R 3116072 AUG 79 

FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 

TO SECSTATE WASKDC IMMEDIATE 2197 

INFO AMEMBASSY ASUNCION 4716 

AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 

US M I S S I ON GENEVA 

AMVIOEO 6157 

USUN NEW YORK 1024 

AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 

J/USCINCSO QUARRY HIS C2 



SECTION 2 OF 3 BUENOS AIRES 7200 


INTO TWO GROUPS- -ONE OF FIVE AND THE OTHER OF THREE. 
WITHIN THESE TWO GROUPING THERE EXIST SEPARATE BONOS 
OF FREIENDSH1P, FAI111Y REt AT 10NSHSP, OR EVEN CASUAL 
CONTACT. WE HAVE NO SOHO INFORMATION ON WHAT REAL OR 
IMAGINED ACT IVI TY CAUSED THESE PROPIE TO BE SWEPT UP 
BEYOND THE ASSERTION BY ONE SECURITY OFFICIAL, OF MIXED 
RELIABILITY, THAT ONE OF THOSE ARRESTED IN THE CROUP OF 
FIVE IS * A MID-LEVEL MONTOHERO" AND A RANDOM COMMENT BY 
A FORMER GOVERNMENT -OFFICIAL THAT HE HAD RECENTLY HEARD 
SECURITY OFFICIALS BOASTING OF 'SCORING A COUP AGAINST 
THE F.A.P.,* (NOTE: THE "FAP" IN THIS INSTANCE MAY 
REFER TO THE 'FUER7AS ARMADAS PEROH I STAS", WHICH OPERATED 
AS AN ARMED TERRORIST GROUP ON ABOUT 1973, ALTHOUGH THERE 
WERE OTHER TERRORIST GROUPS WHICH ALSO HAD NAMES THAT 
CAME OUT IN THE ACRONYM TAP'.) 


AND INTRANSIGENTS. MADE PUBLI C A LETTER TO PRESIDEN T 
r.VIOELA ASKING HIM T O FREE ALL THOSE WHO ARi! EffAlflE p 
_w^l | HQLI I . {jHAR£Lkr~IH IS ‘ 1 s|~f H E^Vlfi S T TIME THE SO-CALlED 
~ Mnun-P^Il GROUP- KAS-l kbjp buH A 61^ SffftHHft 


ON A HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE. Gl 


VINO, 


xifrtj ... 

Toflr^TTtfTTTntTFf. 



6. t SEE, WE ARE NOT ALONE — 

IN A RECENT SPEECH, AIR FORCE CDMANDER GRAFF 1 GWft_ 
DESCRIBED WHAT HE AND APPARENTLY OTHER MEMBERS "HT THE 
JUNTA SEE AS AN INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN— LED BY LEFTISTS 
AND ELEMENTS OF THE USC--TO ISOLATE ARGENTINA IN THE WORLD 
- AS A HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATOR. GEN. GRAFF IGNA EXPRESSED 
CONFIDENCE THAT THOSE MAKING THIS EFFORT KAO FAILED AND 
WOULO CONTINUE TO FAIL. THUS, IT PROBABLY WAS WITH 
SOME SENSE OF ACCOMPLISHMENT THAT THE GOA WAS ABLE TO 
PUBLICLY RECEIVE THREE DIFFERENT DELEGATIONS: THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER OF JAPAN, WHO VISITED AS PART OF A 
LATIN AMERICAN TOUfUf THE ECONOMIC MINISTER OF THE FRG, 

WHO WAS PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN NUCLEAR COOPERATION 
BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES; AND A SOVIET MILITARY MISSION, 
WHICH WAS SEEKING FURTHER OPPORTUNITIES TO EXPAND MILITARY 
COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. THE GOA’S PRESS 
AND RADIO OUTLETS ALSO BOOMED THE RESOLUTION OF THE 
AMERICAN LEGION’S NATIONAL CONVENTION CALLING FOR A 
LIFTING OF THE KENNEDY-HUHPHREY AMENDMENT SANCTIONS 
AGAINST ARGENTINA. 


7. 


* 


REACTIONS TO THE PRESUMPTIVE DEATH LEGISLATION— 


4. W RUMORED REAPPEARANCE 

WE TWICE HEARD REPORTS THAT IEPISCOPO/ WHO DISAPPEARED 
IN AUGUST HAD TWICE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH HIS FAMILY ADVIS- 
ING THEM OF HIS IMMINENT REAPPEARANCE. HOWEVER, HE HAS 
NOT YET SURFACED. AT THE SAME TIME, MRS. JARA DE CABE2AS, 
A MEMBER OF THE PLAZA OE MAYO MOTHERS' GROUP WHO DIS- 
. APPEARED IN APRIL, WAS REPORTED BY THE- OFFICIAL ARGENTINE 
NEWS SERVICE TO HAVE GIVEN AN ITERVIEW IN MONTEVIDEO 
TO A SHAU CIRCULATION NEW YORK DAILY. IN THE CL A I ME 0 
INTERVIEW, JARA DE CABE2AS SPEAKS AS A DEFENDER OF THE 
GOA AND AGAIN ANNOUNCES HER FEAR THAT THE MON TONER OS 
MAY MILL HER. THIS IS HOT THE FIRST SUCH PURPORTED 
RECANTATION FROM JARA OE CAEE2AS AND IT HAS GENERATED 
WIDESPREAD AND, WE BEL IVE, PROBABLY WELL FOUNDED 
SKEPI IC1SJ1 IN ARGENTINE HUMAN RIGHTS CIRCLES. WE ALSO 
HEARD FROM HUMAN RIGHTS SOURCES, THAT CLAIM TO HAVE 
BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE JARA DE CABE2AS FAMILY, THAT AS 
RECENTLY AS 15-20 DATS AGO, JARA DE CABEZAS HAD SPOKEN 
BRIEFLY TO HER MOTHER, TELLING HER THAT SHE WAS WELL. 

5. £ LAWYERS AND OTHER SPEAK OUT — 

THE ARGENTINE FEDERATIO N OF BAR ASSOlC I AT I ONS. THE 

,la nrnm-prmJMI^ -fiAR associ ation, issued a 

STATEMENT CALLING FOR AN IMPLEMENTATION OF ALL CONST I TUT 1 1 
^GUA RANTEES, ESTABLISHME NT OF THE RULE OF LAW, AND AM 

ui mzs SPSSBBPE SEQE m SSSSIaik. 

imp mammae 

_flun i fLjgjr RATION Of THE STATUS OF THOSE WHO HAVE PIS 
APPEARED. THE FEDERATION ISSUED ANOTHER STATEMENT TAX life 
"SfWrmPTION TO THE NEW YORK BAR ASSOCIATION FOR 
CRITICIZING ARGENTINE LAWYERS FOR FAILING TO DEFEND 
HUMAN RIGHTS IN ARGENTINA (BUT APPARENTLY NOT .THE REST OF 
THE BAR ASSOCIATION REPORT!. ALSO A GROUP OF 
PROMINENT POLITICIANS, INCLUDIN G. PERONtSTS, SOCIALISTS. 
COMMUNISTS, LEFT-WING RADICALS, CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS 
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STATE UNIVERSITY HAVE SET UP THEIR HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
THERE. 

—AN EDITORIAL IN LA NACION DECLARED THAT COA DECISION 
TO ADMIT 1,000 REFUGEES FROM INDOCHINA "WAS AN ElOOUENT 
MANNER OF ESPOUSING THE CAUSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS. * 

—CARLOS MARIO 2AMORANO, A MEMBER OF THE COMMUNIST 
PARTY, HELD WITHOUT CHARGES SINCE 1974, WAS RELEASED AND 
PLACED UNDER ’SUPERVISED FREEDOM’. HE WAS WORKING FOR 
THE LEAGUE OF THE RIGHTS OF MAH WHEN HE WAS ARRESTED 
IN HIS NATIVE TUCUMAN. 

CASTRO 



SECTION 3 OF 3 BUENOS AIRES 7200 


THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF DRAFT PRESUMPTIVE DEATH LEGISLATION 
IS CAUSING AF LEAST SOME RELATIVES OF THE DISAPPEARED TO 
^ONcTuDE_lHijT~IHE-MI-SS INS-.DMES flRE PRObilltl 1MU--UH LU 
IT SEEMS FROM OUR CONVERSATIONS W ITH KUnfi N BnUft ' 1 

im v m: '.h<m ' Jave . pii^sED 

^.LLSl^WHUE SOME OF THOSE TO WHOM WE HAVE SPOKEN HAVE " 
EXPRESSED THE BELIEF THAT THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION MIGHT 
HELP THE LEGAL SITUATION OF SOME PEOPLE, HOST OF OUR INTER 
LOCUTORS HAVE DENOUNCED THE BILLS AS BEI NG ’INADEQUATE 
AND CYNICAL’ .THE COMMON SUSPICION 
IS-IDAI THE GOA INTEMDS-m £LVf. N g arrrv^r^ 

DF W HAT Mf-flmPPF . aBffl-.-snilFJHllir. <tihf a 

wivtfn . umsiun 

VENGEFUL ANGERT 




*. IU) AMBASSADOR DELIVERS MRS. CARTER'S LETTER— 

ON AUGUST 28 AMBASSADOR CASTRO DELIVERED A LETTER OF 
SUPPORT FROM MRS. CARTER To A DELEGATION FROM THE MOTHERS 
OF THE PLAZA OE MAYO. THE MOTHERS EXPRESSED THEIR ' 
GRATITUDE FOR MRS. CARTER'S INTEREST AND SUPPORT. IN 
A SEPARATE DEVELOPMENT, IT WAS REPORTED IN BUENOS AIRES 
THAT THE MOTHERS HAVE BEEN NOMINATED FOR THE NOBEL 
PEACE PRIZE BY THE LEADERSHIP OF THE SPANISH SOCIALIST 
PARTY. 


9. (U) HUMAN RIGHTS. SPOT NEWS — 

-AN £0 1 TOR I AL IN LA PRENSA URGED THE RETURN OF CONSTI- 
TUTIONAL GUARANTEES AND AGAIN INDICATED OPPOSITION TO 
THE IAHRC VISIT AND TO 'FOREIGN INTERVENTION’ IN HUMAN RIGHTS 
HERE, WHETHER FROM THE DAS OR THE US STATE DEPARTMENT. 

— CL AR I N, CRONICA AHO THE HERALD ANNOUNCED A STATEMENT 
BY A GROUP OF PERONIST, CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT, SOCIALIST, 
INTRANSIGENT AND PQPUtAR CONSERVATIVE LEADERS CALLING FOR 
AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE DISAPPEARANCE OF PEOPLE AND THE 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF THOSE HELD WITHOUT CHARGES. 

—AS THE RELATIVES OF THE DISAPPEARED PUBLISHED A PAID AO IN 
LA PREHSA STATING THEIR HOPES THAT AN INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY 
WOULD USE THE DOCUMENTS SEIZED FROM HUMAN RIGHTS 
ORGANIZATIONS TO THROW LIGHT ON THE FATE OF THE MISSING 
PERSONS, hie hebalq reported that or. Bernard stasi 
HEAD OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS GROUP IN THE FRENCH, NA TI ONAL 

J]i t^ ^TofLoineha . 

ttflT MAtLY-PRISONERS IN BRC-LMJNA HfGMJ ft HUliD BEFORE 
THE IAHRC ARRIVES HE RF f T " [ " 1 

—AC CORDING THE CRONI CA, REPRESEHTAT I VES OF THE PERMAH EN T 

assem bTTTuk human rights faulted judge anzoategui for 

ggpgr ups i a sees th^l -msponsibl eS 

THE KIDNAPPINGS LISTEO IN THE SEIZED DOCUMENTS AND 

A Sktir HiTffr ^TuRlf tH e~iatte~r "to* i he i ft MWtff nTniit 
— TUO'EBBTD'KtWtl'^D 'iHaT students 'at the bueTST aires 






